Art. Museums and Galleries.

London museums and galleries attract millions of visitors from all over the world. There dozens of them for any taste, from the London Fire Brigade Museum to Sherlock Holmes museum. 

To my mind, the most interesting art gallery in London is the National Gallery. It was founded in 1824 when the House of Commons bought the collection of the banker John Julius Angerstein composed of just 38 pieces. It is situated to the north of the Trafalgar Square. School pupils and students have always been welcome. Any of them will be admitted to the Gallery to not only to study the collection but even to make a copy of the paintings themselves. The collection contains paintings by all known art schools and all periods. Especially famous are collections of Rembrandt and Rubens. Today, it houses more than 2,000 works of art and is one of the richest collection in the world. The gallery boasts of real masterpieces by such artists as da Vinci, Boticelli, Manet, and Renoir. At the same time, British art is almost not represented since main collections of paintings by British artists are housed at the Tate gallery.

I cannot fail to mention a few more of the London museums. To start with, the British Museum is one of the most striking in the UK. It houses one of the world’s greatest collection of world antiquities from ancient times. Also, one can see items from prehistoric Britain. There are also regular exhibitions dedicated to a specific culture, like art of Africa. Victoria and Albert Museum in London has great collections of applied art. You can see there extraordinary collections from around the world starting from Venetian glass and Chinese art, to items of 15th century furniture. 

One of the most popular museums in London is Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum. Here, you can see lots of famous people in natural size. Sportsmen and scientists, musicians and politics are displayed in their typical clothing. You can make a picture with Brad Pitt, Diego Maradonna, or Margaret Thatcher. 

The Science Museum gives a timeline of science and industry in the UK over the centuries. The collection is so extensive that you can see there exhibits practically from all fields of science from biochemistry and photography to meteorology and astronomy. 

All these museums are worthwhile visiting. But one shouldn’t forget the fact that Russian museums and galleries are of no less value. 

One of the best-known Russian galleries is the State Tretyakov Gallery. It was named after its founder, a Moscow merchant Pavel Tretyakov. In the middle of the 19th century, Tretyakov started to collect Russian paintings. He would visit all exhibitions and buy the best pictures of the time. However, with time his interests extended to the earlier Russian art. His private collection grew so much important for the country that he decided to open a gallery in 1881 in St Petersburgh and 11 years later presented the whole collection to the city of Moscow as a donation. The gallery displays the history of Russian painting school rich of genius artists from the 11th century to the present day. 

Without any questions, the Hermitage Museum in St Petersburgh is Russia's best gallery of world art. It is one of the outstanding museums in the world. For every tourist who comes to St Petersburg the Hermitage is a must. It was founded in 1764 with Catherine’s the Great purchase of about 250 paintings in Germany. A collection so little, has reached almost 3 million exhibits displaying all kinds of world art ranging from Ancient Egypt to early 20th century European art. In this museum you can see works by Michelangelo, Raphael, Cezanne, Monet, Van Gogh. The Hermitage is housed in four main buildings: Winter Palace, Small Hermitage, Old Hermitage and New Hermitage. According to a museum’s worker, if you decide to spend just one minute in front of each exhibit, you’ll need to stay in the Hermitage for more than ten years to see everything that this museum miracle has to offer.
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